
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6 June 2017 
 
Dear Parents 
 
Mrs Cape 
 
We have just received notice that Mrs Cape will continue to be absent from school until 25 June. 
 
Parent Questionnaire 
 
Please find attached the staff and governors’ response to the parent questionnaire that many of 
you completed at parents’ evening last term 
 
Letters Home 
 
Following the introduction of the SchoolsApp and the positive feedback we have received, we 
would like to take the opportunity to reduce the time and cost of sending out letters by using the 
app to disseminate information wherever possible.  Please could you complete and return the slip 
by Friday 9 June, indicating how you wish to receive most letters.  There will continue to be 
occasions when we would need to send out actual letters. 
 
Yours sincerely 
Miss Wilson 
 
 
Letters Home 
 
Child’s Name: __________________________________________ 
 
Please tick the option which is the best way for you to receive letters home 
 
Where possible I wish to access the letters home via the SchoolsApp   _______ 
 
I wish to continue to receive paper copies of letters home ________ 
 
I would like any letters home to be emailed to me ________ at the following email address: 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

Signed: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 

Rosley C of E Primary School 
Rosley, Wigton, 
Cumbria 
CA7 8AU 
Tel: 016973 42776 
  
Email: admin@rosley.cumbria.sch.uk 
Website: www.rosley.cumbria.sch.uk  

Headteacher: Miss Stephanie Wilson 



Staff response to Parent Questionnaires 2017 
Homework 
We understand that homework is always a contentious issue and it is very difficult to strike a 
balance between families who request a greater amount of homework and those who would prefer 
less. We have in the past, altered the type and amount of homework given, and also, the timescale 
in which children have to complete it. We also offer a lunchtime session in each class for children 
who are unable to complete homework at home, supported by the class teacher.  
Although homework is not statutory now, governors and staff have agreed to maintain setting it 
on a weekly basis as good practice. Parents of children who have now left our school have praised 
our commitment to providing homework and commented on how well it prepares the children for 
dealing with homework at secondary school. 
Whilst recognising the extremely positive aspects of homework, we also understand how important 
and precious time spent with family and friends away from school is. We certainly would not like 
to cause added pressure and upset to children who are struggling with homework at home. In view 
of all of this, staff have reviewed their practice and will be operating the following systems of 
homework: 
All classes - Reading on 5 days per week – independently or to an adult (age-appropriate) 
Reception: 1 piece of homework during the week related to work done in class. 
Class 1: Spelling-related task – weekly  
  Mathswhizz – weekly 
Class 2: Spellings and a spelling-related task - weekly 
  Mathswhizz – weekly 
Class 3: 
Year 5: Spellings and a spelling-related task - weekly 
  Mathswhizz – weekly 
Year 6: Spellings and a spelling-related task OR SPaG skills book - weekly 
  Maths skills book – weekly 
  Mathswhizz – optional 
NB – spelling homework may not always be a list of spellings to learn 
 

After the next half term break, we will be holding a workshop for parents on supporting spellings 
at home. This will include use of the Spellzone programme. 
Marking and Feedback 
We are reviewing our policy covering marking and feedback which will be available on the school 
website after half-term. Teachers will be striving to ensure that marking is consistent across the 
school and modelling high standards of English.  
 

Communication 
Whilst we communicate with parents via letters home, SMS texting service and the school website, 
we realise that this still holds room for improvement. We are pleased to be introducing a further 
form of communication via OurSchools APP. Details of this have been sent out. Governors are also 
investigating the possibility of setting up a secure Facebook page. Details of this will be shared 
with parents at a later date. 
 

Reward System 
Since introducing the house-point system linked in with the gold star system, each of the 4 teams 
have enjoyed being the winning team at the end of a term. The gold stars they earn collectively, 
are also counted individually so that children earn bronze, silver, gold or platinum certificates 
based upon their own progress/behaviour. From this term, we will be replacing the current winning 



house-treat on a termly basis with small prizes for each member of the winning team at the end of 
every half term. We hope that this will allow more children to enjoy the reward system on a more 
regular basis and give them increased opportunity to be on the winning team. At the end of the 
academic year, we will total the house-points and have a special treat for the overall winning 
team.  
Sports 
As a school, we offer a variety of sports to the children as part of the curriculum. We are however, 
bound to follow guidance on the type of activities appropriate to the different age groups. 
Children in Reception and Key Stage 1 receive the recommended coverage of 2 hours PE each 
week. The curriculum states that children at this age should be taught specific skills such as 
running, jumping, travelling, throwing and catching. They will learn these skills before taking part 
in sports specific games in KS2. The children will use the skills in small group games as they 
become more proficient. 
Children in Reception and KS1 also have a lunchtime session on alternate weeks led by our Young 
Leaders, These are specially trained Year 6 children, who plan a range of sporting activities for 
children to take part in as an optional lunch-time activity. Usually, children are also able to take 
part in a multi-skills festival held within the cluster each year. 
At Key Stage 2 (years 3-6), children are taught the various skills required for invasion games, 
net/wall games, striking/fielding games. These are put into practice during PE lessons and when 
opportunities arise within our consortium, children are also able to access opportunities in 
tournaments such as football, hi 5 netball, hockey, cricket, cross-country during the year. 
All of our children attend swimming lessons at some point during the year. 
 
We will be looking further into getting sports coaches for after school clubs, to enhance the 
provision we already have. 
 
It was suggested that school invest in a minibus for transporting children to events. This however 
has huge financial implications and is not something we could afford. 
 
Extra Opportunities 
 
We now have a small number of tablets and new laptops which most classes have used during 
various lessons. Staff will be undergoing further training in extending their use of these and 
incorporating them into lessons. 
 
We endeavour to use the outdoors for enhancing children’s leaning. With the higher demands of 
the curriculum, this has not always been easy to incorporate into what already is, a busy 
timetable. However, we realise the benefits that using the outdoor environment offers and will be 
having this as a focus on the School Improvement Plan next academic year. 
 
We are fortunate to have purpose-built vegetable planters on our school field. Again, this is not 
always easy to incorporate into the busy timetable, even during lunchtimes, when teachers have 
many other jobs they need to complete. We are lucky to have had a parent in previous years, to 
take groups of children to the field to tend to the vegetable plots. If any parent or grandparent 
would like to volunteer their services in helping with this, it would be greatly appreciated! Please 
speak to Miss Wilson to discuss this.  
 
 



School Lunches  

Firstly, thank you all for your opinions in this area; we are very happy that we have such a big 
take up of school meals with less and less children bringing their own packed lunches into school. 
The flexibility offered to be able to dip in and out of the system is certainly a winning formula. We 
are also delighted that the majority of children enjoy their lunches and the hard work of Mrs 
Dickinson is much appreciated, with a positive social experience shared by the whole school during 
lunch time. Just to remind you that lunch menus are available to check out on the school web site 
and now on the school app; and though Mrs Dickinson occasionally changes elements of these, on 
the whole they are dependable.  

We aim to prepare a healthy and delicious hot lunch for all children, not to challenge them; we use 
quality ingredients and aim to have interesting vegetables which the children eat happily and will 
not end up in the waste. First courses include meat dishes, meat free recipes, fish, pastas, 
casseroles, roasts and dishes from around the world to entice everyone to try something new, with 
an alternative always on offer of filled baked potatoes or fresh sandwiches. Second courses tend to 
be of a sweet nature but are well varied, appetising and very delicious, there is always the option 
to take fresh fruit or a yogurt as a healthy option. School lunches offer great value for money, are 
hot, tasty and filling, they nourish our children, giving them energy and help them to concentrate 
during afternoon classes. We very much liked the suggestion of a themed lunch, chosen by the 
children themselves perhaps each term, with classes taking turns to come up with a menu. This is 
something we will definitely look at doing. 

 
 


